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the local demand, and the density of population is low. Industries
are practically confined to preparing for market the products of tlie
forest and the field, and, as at Minsk, include timber-working, dis-
tilling, brewing, and flour-milling. Flax is also manufactured.
The Moscow Industrial Region, which may be roughly defined
by meridians through Kalinin (Tver) and Gorky (Nijni Novgorod),
and parallels through Rybinsk and Tula, has developed largely as
a result of its geographical position. With a varied geological struc-
ture, its situation in the centre of the country, whence great rivers
flow out in all directions, gave it nodality from an early period, the
relative infertility of its podsol soils rendered pursuits other than
their cultivation necessary for the surplus population. The neigh-
bouring flax-growing areas provided the raw material first in request,
the forests supplied the fuel, the Black Soil region to the south
secured a food supply and guaranteed one market, while the Oka
and the Volga offered a route to others more distant. Later,, coal
from the Lower Carboniferous rocks at Ryazan and Tula was
substituted for wood as fuel, but as the quality was poor much
had to be imported from the Donets field. Great electric stations
recently been established within the region; they are worked
by low grade local coal and by peat obtained from the many swamps
of the glaciated region around. As a result new industries have
been established and an impetus given to those already existing.
Among the latter the manufacture of cotton goods is mainly localized
in the districts around Moscow, where Ivanovo-Voznesensk and
Orekhovo-Zotievo are the principal towns engaged. At Moscow
itself, Yaroslavl, and Kastroma, cotton and other textile goods
are made. More recent industries include engineering at Moscow,
the construction of locomotives, wagons, and river steamboats at
Sormovo near Gorky, and of wagons and tractors at Kolomna, and
the manufacture of armaments at Tula. In the Carboniferous rocks
are building stones and clays suitable for the manufacture
of pottery, the Permian rocks contain salt, and the Jurassic sand-
stones are suitable for building purposes. The abundance of wood
for fuel in the vicinity of fluvio-glacial sands has encouraged the
growth of glass-making industries near Mourom and Vladimir.
THE BLACK Soil- REGION is the great agricultural area of Russia,
and in it, and to the south of it, the country becomes either self-
supporting as regards the production of food staffs or more